Winter Onion Sets and Garlic
This year we’ll be selling Winter Onion sets and
Garlic.
Onion Senshu Yellow
Onion Red Winter
Garlic - variety to be confirmed
In stock end of August/early September.
Don’t forget that we’ll also be selling seed potatoes and onion sets next
year.

Hosepipes
Please remember that hosepipes must not
be used to directly water a plot. A
hosepipe may only be used to fill up a tank
or water butt.

Mailbox
If you have an issue/complaint/query please put it in writing to the
committee and place it in the mailbox. Complaints should not be made
to individual committee members. All correspondence will be dealt with
at the committees monthly meeting (usually the second Sunday of the
month).

Reminders
Please show consideration to other plot holders, do not go on to
another person’s plot without their permission.
The gates must be locked at all times
Dogs brought on to the site must be kept on a lead at all times
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Liverpool’s Best
Allotment Site
We’re very pleased to announce
that we are once again Liverpool’s
Best Allotment site.
Judging took place for the Annual
Liverpool Allotments Competition
earlier this month. Plotholders voted
for the five best plots on the site,
Plots 30, 39, 52, 53 & 72A/73A
were chosen.
Gary Flack, Plot 52 came second
overall in the competition and
Tommy Hall, Plot 30 came third.

Judges visiting our site

We also won the Best group of five
plots, congratulations Gary,
Tommy, Joan Jennion, Chris & Tony Beyga and John & Ann
Morris.

Children must be supervised at all times. The Committee and Council
try to make the site safe and secure but allotments by nature are
hazardous places.

These are another fantastic set of results. Congratulations everyone.

Visit our website - www.ashfieldallotments.co.uk

Visit our website - www.ashfieldallotments.co.uk

A prize giving presentation will take place in October at Croxteth
Country Hall.

Flower Show and Open Day
Saturday 12th August 12noon to 4pm

THEFT - IT’S UNACCEPTABLE
Over the past year three plot holders have been served with Notices
for theft. It’s sad that plotholders have been stealing from other people
and it’s completely unacceptable.

This year we really want to encourage
more of our new plotholders to enter the
show.

For the avoidance of doubt –

It’s great fun and there's lots of people
who will give you help and advice. We
have a novice section which is great for
beginners to try out.

•

We have a wide range of classes
including vegetables, flowers, baking,
preserves, photography, junior, novice
and hens eggs.

•

Don’t worry if you’ve never entered before,
there will be people around to give you
help and advice. We’ll also be posting
information in the noticeboards on how to
present your exhibits.
Copies of the schedule are available from
the stores or on our website.

We need your help
Our open days are a way for us to raise money to help cover the
running costs of our allotment site. Remember, you do not pay any
money towards the running cost of the allotment site.
We started our open days in 2008 and we’ve always relied on a small
group of volunteers to run them. Now we really need more people to
start getting involved.
We need people to help set up the big marquee for the show, help set
up the stalls on the day, help to run the stalls, bake cakes for sale and
help tidy up at the end of the day.

•

•

If an item doesn’t belong to you then you have no right to take
it. Taking it would be theft.
If an item has been lying on someone else’s plot or a communal
area for a long time then you still have no right to take it. Taking it
would be theft.
‘Borrowing’ something without the owner’s permission is not
borrowing – it’s theft.
‘They’re not picking their strawberries so they mustn't want them.
They won’t mind if I take them’ If you haven’t had their permission
then taking them would be theft.

It may seem silly that we have to explain the above but in the past
these have been given as excuses for theft.
We’d also like to remind everyone that you shouldn’t go on to another
person’s plot without their permission. You should stick to the main
pathways when walking around the site.

Late night visits to the plot
Our neighbours in the flats have recently contacted us reporting that a
plotholder has been visiting the site in the early hours of the morning
around 1.30am.
We’d like to remind everyone that we don’t recommend you be at the
site when it’s dark. Allotments can be hazardous places in the daylight
so we certainly don’t recommend you walk around in the darkness.
The noise of the gate opening and closing has disturbed people in the
flats and we ask you to show consideration to our neighbours.

Remember to read our noticeboards. They’re
updated regularly with important information.

2017 - Best New Plot holder
All plot holders are invited to vote for the 'Best New Plot holder' (i.e.
from 1st July 2016– 31st May 2017) in the week before the Flower
Show. The eligible plot numbers will be shown on the Notice Boards.
You may vote for up to 3 plots, in order of preference.
Votes to be placed in the Mail Box by 12 noon on Thursday 10th
August. The name of the winner will be announced at the prize giving
ceremony on Saturday 12th August.
ELIGIBLE PLOT NUMBERS:10B. 16. 31A. 36. 38B. 40B. 43A. 47A. 49. 50A. 58 B. 60A. 60B. 71A.

Tatton Flower Show Trip
We recently organised a very
successful coach trip to Tatton
Flower show. Over 40 people
went and enjoyed looking at all
the exhibitions.
Thanks to Ken and Terry for
organising the trip.

Bee friendly planting
Bees have an important part to play on the allotment
site. They help pollinate so many of our plants.
Without bees about one third of the food we eat
would not be available.
You can help bees by planting some bee friendly plants. Bees are
particulary fond of herbs, so you could include chives, thyme, oregano
or lavender. Planting some flowers will also attract bees. Bees love
marigolds and planting marigolds will also attract other beneficial
insects such as hoverflies which prey on aphids.

Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 8th October at
11am in the site meeting room. All plotholders are invited to attend.
At the meeting we’ll hear reports from outgoing officers and the
committee will be elected for the coming year.
If you have an item you would like to raise at the meeting, it must be
put in writing by 24th September. The full agenda will be posted in the
noticeboard the week before the meeting.

If you’re interested in joining the committee you can put yourself
forward at the meeting.

May Open Day Success
Thank you to everyone who helped out at
the open day, baked cakes, donated bric-abrac and plants. A big thank you to George,
Paul and Daniel for growing all the plants we
sold.
Despite the miserable weather (which has
become a tradition for our May Open Day)
we still had lots of visitors.
It was also one of the most profitable open
days we’ve held. All money raised goes
towards the running costs of our allotment
site.

More funding success
This year we’ve received £2500 in funding to develop our wildlife area.
We were successful in a bid to Tesco’s Bags for Charity Fund. We
received £1000 from Tesco, thanks to Chris Beyga for her work on the
application.
We received £500 from a Sports England Fund and £900 from the
Knotty Ash Councillors Neighbourhood Fund.

Want to get more involved with the
allotments? Join the Ashfield Working
Group
For far too many years we’ve relied on a couple of individuals to do
work around the allotment site.
This year we’ve set up a working group to help with jobs around the
allotment site. Planned works include laying new water pipes and
installing new and additional taps, creating an area for manure to be
placed and working on the wildlife area.
The working group is being organised by Paul Taylor, Plot 32A, let Paul
know if you’re interested in getting involved.
Soil borne pests and
diseases can
become a problem if
annual vegetable
crops are grown in
the same place year
after year.
A better system is to
move crops around
the growing area.
This ancient
practice called
rotation is still used
today to the benefit
of the soil and the
plants.
Crop rotation is also
good because
plants need nutrients in varying amounts and take them from different
levels within the soil depending on the species and root depth. Varying
the plants grown in a specific area helps to make best overall use of
the soil.

Growing Giant Onions by Daniel Barrington
This year I wanted to have a go at
growing some giant onions for the
show. I planned to sell some plants
at the May open day as a way to
encourage people to enter the show.
I decided to grow two types, Ailsae
which currently holds the Guinness
Book of World Records for the
heaviest onion and Exhibition a
newer variety. I decided to invest in a grow light and some heat mats.
In January I set up my grow light in my back bedroom and sowed the
seeds. I put the seed trays in a heated propagator and they started to
show in a couple of days. After about a week or so I potted them into
individual 9cm pots.
I was surprised at how well they were doing at home, the grow light
made a big difference. I’ve tried growing seedlings in the past at home
on the windowsill but they always end up going leggy.
I let them grow at home under the lights until mid-late March then I took
them up to the polytunnel at the plot. I saw a big difference once they
got to the polytunnel, they’d grown well at home but you can’t beat
natural light and the conditions in a
polytunnel.
In May they went on sale at the open day and
I was pleased to see lots of people deciding
to give them a go.

I decided to plant some undercover and some
outside. They’ve all grown well but the ones
in pots under cover are the biggest. Ailsae
have grown the biggest but Exhibition are still
a good variety for the three large onion class.
I’m hoping to see lot’s of entries in the large
and heaviest onion categories this year.
Email Updates - We send out regular emails with updates and news. If you’ve got an
email address but aren’t getting the emails - email allotmentdan@outlook.com

